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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General 
by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time following its receipt, 
figures are in general show herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported figures, their veri- 
fication is requested, and the fact that they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for injuries 
and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding rates in 
annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would 
occur over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases of special interest. 
Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer cormunicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an 
approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given in the summary 
table for the total United States and for each of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBITITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates 
from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injuries and from a few specific diseases, Not infrequently, the excessively high 
_rates of admission for all causes and for all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number of venereal 
disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more significant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for 
disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

urrent hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds “available 
vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. 
The number of beds "available vacant" for each Service Command is the total of the beds "available vacant" for only those stations in 
which 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as “expansion beds" and beds in dispensaries, 
convalescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the 
week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent 
facilities,if any) at the end of the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the hospital has convalescent 
facilities, the letters (CF) appear after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on 
account of disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently admitted to general hospitals in this 
country as transfers, there is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less 
dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

in reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. 
For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 

Where part or all of the current week's data for a particular station has not been received, the latest available figures are 
substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 

r) ca on page 35, © admission rate from colds, luenza, etc. declined for the fourth 
consecutive week and during the week ending ” January 1944 was reported at 351 per thousand per year 
for the United States as a whole. This rate was about 45 percent below the peak rate of the recent 
outbreak of respiratory infections registered during the week ending 11 December 1943 and 35 percent 
below the peak rate of the outbreak a year ago registered during the week ending 8 January 1943. 

Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia increased slightly during the week but nevertheless con- 
tinued on a low level, about 25 percent below that reported during the corresponding week of 1943, 

The admission rate from all causes and from all diseases combined for the week ending 7 January 
1944 declined much less than did morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. The all causes rate at 
nearly 850 per thousand per year and the corresponding all diseases rate of almost 780 per thousand 
per year were both about 18 percent lower than for the week ending 8 January 1943 which, however as 
mentioned above, represented the peak of the admissions from respiratory causes early in 1943. 

The admission rate from injury for the week ending 7 January 1944 rose from the record low level at 
which it had remained during the preceding two weeks to 70 per thousand per year. This rate would 
ordinarily be considered low for the Army in time of war, 

For the second successive week, the number of cases of measles, mumps, scarlet fever and menin- 
gitis all showed pronounced increases. The number of cases of measles reported during the week end- 
ing 7 January 1944 was more than double that reported two weeks ago. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

ghtly higher mor y from colds, influenza, etc. during the week ending 7 January 1944 was 
reported by the Third, Sixth and Seventh Service Commands, but all the other Service Commands reported 
lower morbidity. 

The Eighth Service Command which had reported the highest admission rate from these causes during 
the preceding week showed the largest decline in morbidity this week. The Military District of 
Washington and the Fifth Service Command also reported substantially lower morbidity from respira- 
tory causes. 

i The Seventh and Second Service Commands were the only ones to report admission rates from colds 
influenza, etc. in excess of 400 per thousand per year. The First and Ninth Service Commands showed 
the lowest rates of slightly under 300 per thousand. 

Chiefly because of its relatively high morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. the Seventh 
Service Command was the only one to report morbidity from disease in excess of 900 per thousand per 
year. As during the preceding week the First Service Command continued to report the lowest morbid- 
ity from disease, only 629 per thousand. 
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The Fifth and Sixth Service Commands reported markedly higher rates of venereal infections (exclud- 
ing EPTI cases), while the First Service Command and Military District of Washington continued to show 
low morbidity. 

The number of cases of measles increased most in the Eighth Service Command, but about 45 percent 
of the total number of cases in the country were reported from the Fourth Service Command. The number 
of cases of mumps increased most in the Ninth Service Command, which reported about as many cases as 
the Fourth Service Command, each accounting for over 25 percent of the total in the country. The Ninth 
Service Command also reported about 25 percent of the total number of scarlet fever cases. The largest 
increase in meningitis cases was in the Fourth Service Command which accounted for almost 40 percent 
of the total in the Continental United States. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE 

e mean number of non-effectives for the country as a whole (which at the peak of the influenza 
out-break rose to 44 per thousand) was reported at 38 per thousand during the week ending 7 January 
1944, This is not only lower than for the week ending 9 January 1943 but also below the level pre- 
vailing in November 1943. 

The variations in the non-effective rates by Service Command do not reflect so much the differences 
in morbidity between the Service Commands as the varying distribution of general hospitals. When com- 
parison is made between the non-effective rates by Service Command excluding general hospitals, the 
variations in the non-effective rate by Service Command are seen to be very much smaller than when the 
days lost in the general hospitals are included. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 

e to ed capacity reported as of 7 January 1944 was nearly 364,000. This apparent increase in 
capacity of about 7,000 beds as compared with 31 December i943 represents largely a change in the basis 
of reporting bed capacity and not an actual increase. 

The number of beds occupied as of 7 January 1944 was about 176,000 or en increase of almost 6,000 
over the previous week; at the same time the number ot “available vacant" beds remained level at about 
116,000. On 7 January there were 22 stations with a bed capacity of about 12,000 which had no “available 
vacant" beds; included among them were 3 general hospitals with a bed capacity of about 5,000 beds. 

On January 1944 there were 2,166 cases of malaria remaining under treatment all but 35 of which 
had presumably been acquired outside of the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remain- 
ing under treatment at the end of the week was reported at 15,309, while the number of tuberculosis 
cases remaining totaled 1,006. 
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1-Maxwell Fid., Ala. 
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PRISONERS OF WAR 


During the five week period ending 31 December 193, morbidity from all causes among prisoners of war was at the relatively 
low level of about 710 admissions per year per thousand strength or only about 70 percent of that for U.S. troops in the continental 
United States during the same period. Morbidity from all diseases combined during this period was only 625 per year per thousand 
strength or only about 65 percent of that for U.S. troops in this country. As compared with November, the admission rates for all 
causes and all diseases combined were about 25 percent higher, almost entirely as a result of increased morbidity from colds, influ- 
enza, etc. The injury admission rate for December was somewhat lower than for the previous month and at about the same level as 
that for U.S. troops in the continental United States. The December admission rates for all diseases combined were about the same 
for German prisoners as for Italians, but on the other hand the injury rate for German prisoners was substantially higher than that 
for Italians, just as in previous months. 


Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. among prisoners of war increased sharply from 70 per thousand in November to 238 per 
thousand in December. Nonetheless, the rate for prisoners of war for December was well below the corresponding rate for U.S. troops 
in the continental United States which was about 500 per thousand. The markedly lower rates of admission from respiratory causes 
among prisoners of war account in large part for the much lower morbidity from all diseases combined among prisoners of war as com- 
pared with U.S. troops in the continental United States. An important reason for the lower morbidity from respiratory causes among 
prisoners is that the camps are predominately located in the Southern states which did not experience the extremely high morbidity 
from colds and influenza that the remainder of the country did during December. Thus the rate of admission for respiratory causes 
among U.S. troops in the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands, in which about 75 percent of the German and 0 percent of the Italian 
prisoners are located, was only about 50 per thousand in December as compared with 600 per thousand for the other Service Commands. 
In this connection it is noteworthy that the Italian prisoners of war who are less predominately located in the Southern states (a 
substantial number of them being in the Middle West) experienced a higher morbidity from respiratory causes than did the Germans; 
namely, an admission rate of 345 per thousand strength as compared with a rate of 196 per thousand strength for the Germans. 


In December there continued to be a significant number of cases of diphtheria, all among German prisoners, but the number of 
cases of jaundice was only half that in November. The annual admission rate from malaria among prisoners of war (representing cases 
acquired outside of the United States) decreased from 30 per thousand strength in November to 17 per thousand strength in December. 
Morbidity from malaria continued to be at a somewhat higher rate for Italian prisoners than for Germans, the rates of admission 
being 20 and 17 per thousand respectively. The admission rate from diarrhea and dysentery decreased to 6 per thousand strength, or 
about the same level as that for U.S. troops in the continental United States. All the other causes of admission considered in the 
tables showed relatively small numbers of cases. 


In December there was a considerable range in the admission rates as between different camps, to a large extent due to the 
outbreaks of respiratory diseases in some camps. As in previous months, certain camps continued to have high injury admission 
rates; included among these are Clinton, Miss. (German), Camp Shelby, Miss. (German), Camp Gruber, Okla. (German), McLean, Texas 
(German), Ruston, La. (German) and Camp Perry, Ohio (Italian) all of which had rates of about 300 per thousand or more. 


CONFIDENTIAL aa IGE OF THE. SURGEON, GENERAL 


OFFICE OF THE SURGEON 
MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 
HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 


SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


PRISONERS OF WAR 
FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 31 DECEMBER 1943 


& 


vorume___IV__ report No. 


ANNUAL RATE 


OF ADMISSION 
PER 1000 STRENGTH 


CAMP 


MEAN 
STRENGTH 


TOTAL CAMPS 


Grea Lown! wn) wold ol | | | hel || lod Sn 
per 1000 Strength 707 (82) ; (2) 17) yphoid Fever - 1 


TOTAL GERMAN CAMPS 120384 733 


ro 
* 


ALL 
DISEASE INJURY - 
CAUSES 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NUMBER OF CASES ADMITTED 


RESPIRATORY 


OTHERS 
AS 
SPECIFIED 


cables - 98 
12 | Undulant Fever - 9 


a 
Bd & 
w w 
ZO 
ez = 
ea Ww 
< a 
= > 
a oa 


MEASLES 
MUMPS 
SCARLET 
FEVER 
DIPHTHERIA 
M'COCCIC 
MENINGITIS 
RHEUMATIC 


Fic 


COLDS 
INFLUENZA 
PNEUMONIA 
ALL TYPES 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 

TOTAL 

VENEREAL 


TOTAL 
DEATHS 


fom JAUNDICE 


> 
es TUBERCULOSIS 


jseso ao) | | als |ss|2| | foes 
| (s) a! 


ble 


~ 
~ 
ss 
n 


Lovell G. H., Mass. 
Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
ac 


Pine Grove Furnace, Pae 1877 


Alicevills, Ala. 


Blanding, Cp., Fla. 


Crossville, Tenn. 


wo 
w 
~ 


~ 
J 
@ 


a 
a 
=3 
> 
i) 


Dublin, Cp., Ga. 


Forrest, Cp., Tenne 


Gorden, Cp., Ga. 


McCain, Cp., Miss. 
McClellan, Cp., Ala. 


Northington G. H., Ala. 
Shelby, Cp., Miss. 


Ashford G. H., We. Va. t 
FORM SG-5!13 REVISED 10 NOVEMBER 1943 


CONFIDENTIAL 


2132 


n w i] 
o s © 
~ > ~ 

~ 

on 

~ 


: 


~ 
t] 
3 
~ 
~ 
wo 


Scabies - 5 


Undulant Fever - 2 


Paratyphoid Fever - 2 
Scabies - 1 


Scabies - 1 


ss 
w~ |x =) fe) 


[) 
~ wo 
fo] ee 


~ 
w 


*includes Acute Bronchitis, Acute Rhinitis, Coryza, Acute Tonsillitis, acute army SERVICE FORCES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
Pharyngitis, Acute Wasopharyngitis, Acute Laryngitis, and Pleurisy. 


MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 


- 33 - 


SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 
PRISONERS OF WAR 


FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 31 DECEMBER 1943 CONFIDENTIAL 


: 


vo.ume_IV REPORT NO. 


ANNUAL RATE 


OF ADMISSION 
PER 1000 STRENGTH 


RESPIRATORY 
ALL - 
DISEASE | INJURY so 
CAUSES : => 
ow 
4 ” 
2597 344 
1481 
ve 


NUMBER OF CASES ADMITTED 


OTHERS 
AS 
SPECIFIED 


MEAN 
STRENGTH 


M'COCCIC 


MENINGITIS 
ODYSENTERY 


= JAUNDICE 


DIPHTHERIA 


Slee 
w > 
Su, 8° 
ee fe 
_ act 


ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 


V2] 
a 
= 
° 
o 


TOTAL 
DEATHS 


TUBERCULOSIS 
TOTAL 
VENEREAL 


Billings G. He, Ind. 
Breckinridge, Cp. ° 


Scabies - 3 


Scabies - 2 


if Scabies - 1 


Hale, Cp., Colo. 


- ~ 


D Cp. | 
Riley, Pts, Kans. m7 


Phi tye, Ope, Kank | 4c0 | asr | 25 


Robinson, Ft. 


a 
. 


a 
¢ 
~ 
~ 
© 
a) 
a 
ae 
~~ 

i ee ad 

i) 3 So \8 
i) for 3 ile a 


FORM SG-513 REVISED 10 NOVEMBER 1943 *includes Acute Bronchitis, Acute Rhinitis, Coryza, Acute Tonsillitis, acute ARMY SERVICE FORCES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
Pharyngitis, Acute Nasopharyngitis, Acute Laryngitis, and Pleurisy. MEDIGAL STATISTICS DIVISION 
CONFIDENTIAL - 34 - 


24-SBE20ABCD © 


SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


PRISONERS OF WAR = 
FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 31DECEMBER 1943 CONFIDENTIAL 


vo.ume__1¥ REPORT NO.__1 
ANNUAL RATE 
+ | OF ADMISSION NUMBER OF CASES ADMITTED 
od PER 1000 STRENGTH on 
ze a2 
RESPIRATORY = 
CAMP w Ww a it > Co OTHERS 5 <. 
oc - o-|o ed e wi ” WW 
= ALL i no ~ ec l=— el = fr) wi oO o =a 
~ eed: 20) ek Ble [5 at: 2.) Bate ee 54051 226 As Fo 
AUSES ze} = =z > E lS z= = Ww = oo) 
id bee gstis=le S| 2| 5/28] F | 85/3 =~ 3) 3) Bie 
Bye § | “Srege = = a —|=eul=x oes S o a ECIFIED 
ouwW os = > ww a =|a 2 > 
Se Pa ae lie ce oa 


GERMAN CAMPS (Cont?.d 


Brady, Cpe, Tex. 
Cheffee, Cp., Ark. 


Fannin, Cp., Texe 


pet | 
Gruber, Cp., Okla. sos’ eis craieeeral Goacteat Paver - 2 

oe ee ied i a 
ae | aot] we | 14 write —— Prac] @l. gol i bee SGhiathee, = Blak ALES | - 8 
Ci ie ees i ee 
20 | 30 Lid de 


Scabies - 10 
Paratyphoid - 1 


aie Scabies = 6 


Sam Houston, Ft., Tex. 


FORM SG-S5i3 REVISED 10 NOVEMBER 1943 *tncludes Acute Bronchitis, Acute Rhinitis, Coryza, Acute Tonsillitis, Acute aRMY SERVICE FORGES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
i Pharyngitis, Acute Nasopharyngitis, Acute Laryngitis, and Pleurisy. MEDIGAL STATISTICS DIVISION 
CONFIDENTIAL - 35 - 


24-$8520A8C0 


SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


PRISONERS OF WAR 
FOR THE FIVE WEEX PERIOD ENDING 31DECEMBER 1943 CONFIDENTIAL 


vo.ume__2¥ report no__1 


ANNUAL RATE 


OF ADMISSION 
PER 1000 STRENGTH 


NUMBER OF CASES ADMITTED 


RESPIRATORY 


OTHERS 
AS 
SPECIFIED 


DIARRHEA 
AND 
OYSENTERY 


SCARLET 
FEVER 
M'COCCIC 
MENINGITIS 
JAUNDICE 


INFLUENZA 
PNEUMONIA 
ALL TYPES 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 
MEASLES 
DIPHTHERIA 


COLDS 


MEAN 
STRENGTH 


TOTAL 
DEATHS 


commun canes contra) | | | | 


s 


n 
~s 


Scabies - 2 


EE Fane 
TOTAL 
VENEREAL 


Pines Cpe HY. | 98 | 460 | 
Geo. G. Mende, Pte, Mae | 1599 | 449 | 
Ritonie, Ope» Maa | 160 [1738 


cabies - 1 


Benning, Ft., Ga. 2943 | 
Duties Opes Ce 


Chariéston, S. C. 


comes wise | 3382 


cabies - 7 
Undulant Fever - 6 


Scabies - 1 


Atterbury, Cp nd 2998 396 
rorrs.co, onto | 018 | 06 
9 


FORM SG-5I3 REVISED 10 NOVEMBER 1943 *Includes Acute Bronchitis, Acute Rhinitis, Coryza, Acute Tonsillitis, Acute aRMY SERVICE FORCES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
Pharyngitis, Acute Nasopharyngitis, Acute Laryngitis, and Pleurisy. MEDIGAL STATISTIGS DIVISION 


CONFIDENTIAL - 36 - 


yphoid Fever - 1 


Scabies - 1 


Scabies - 4 


@ @ @ 
© 
2 z @ 


SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


PRISONERS OF WAR 
FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 31 DECEMBER 1943 CONFIDENTIAL 


vocume__IV___ report no.__I 


ANNUAL RATE 
OF ADMISSION 


NUMBER OF CASES ADMITTED 


PER 1000 STRENGTH 
MALARIA 
ACQUIRED 


ALL 
DISEASE INJURY 
CAUSES OUT 
OF 
USA 


RESPIRATORY 


MEAN 
STRENGTH 


OTHERS 
AS 
SPECIFIED 


M'COCCIC 
MENINGITIS 


> 
= e 
a w 
x= Land 
@ez=z 
eat w 
=< ” 
a > 
Qa a 


COLDS 
INFLUENZA 
ETC.* 
PNEUMONIA 
ALL TYPES 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 
MEASLES 
SCARLET 
FEVER 
DIPHTHERIA 
RHEUMATIC 
FEVER 
TOTAL 
VENEREAL 


TOTAL | 
DEATHS 


cd TUBERCULOSIS 


ITALIAN CAMPS (Cont'd 


Douglas, Wyo. 


ll 


Winter G. Ho, Kans. 28 
Hereford, Tex. 1639 


Lordsburg, HW. Mex. 


Monticello, Ark. 


Angel Island, Calif. 


Florence, Ariz. ete. 


437 


Scabies - 13 


TOTAL JAPANESE CAMPS 


McCoy, Cp., Wisc. 


$G-513 REVISED 10 NOVEMBER 1943 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Includes Acute Bronchitis, Acute Rhinitis, Coryza, Acute Tonsillitis, Acute aRMY SERVICE FORGES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
Pharyngitis, Acute Nasopharyngitis, Acute Laryngitis, and Pleurisy. MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 
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